MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING ON MAY 15, 2008
Call to Order

              This special meeting was called to order by Chair Mary Sue Wiedmer at 7:05 pm. In attendance were Alma Forsyth of Pennsbury Township, Bruce Yelton of Pocopson Township, Dan Hill of Birmingham Township, Karen Tankle of East Bradford Township, Kathleen Goodier of Chadds Ford Township, and Tom Nale and John Haedrich of Kennett Township. Our consultant, Lois Saunders, was also present. 

Announcements

              There is considerable concern over the federal government’s granting virtual unlimited rights to power companies in locating their corridors for high voltage power lines. Land trusts are fighting to protect their existing easements and properties from eminent domain condemnation by the power companies. 53 counties in Pennsylvania could be adversely affected.

              Kennett, New Garden, East Marlborough, and West Marlborough Townships met with Ronald Bailey, the head of Chester County Planning, to discuss the future impact of development along the US 1 Bypass on existing open space and future traffic flows. There was strong support for multi-municipal cooperation to protect open space. The meeting was conducted by Chester County 2020.

Approval of Minutes of April 24, 2008

             On a motion by Dan Hill, seconded by Tom Nale, the minutes of April 24, 2008 were approved by all with minor spelling corrections which be reflected in the final record copy.

Agenda for PECO Meeting

              We are scheduled to meet with PECO representatives at our meeting on May 22nd which will start at 6:30 pm rather than 7:30 pm. We agreed to the following agenda. Mary Sue Wiedmer will take 10 to 15 minutes to give an overview of the BVSB Commission. PECO will then have 20 to 30 minutes to discuss the vegetative management programs. And finally there will be 15 to 30 minutes for questions.

KSK’s Invoice Approval

              Tom Nale provided two handouts with information from KSK detailing their first invoice. After discussion, Mary Sue Wiedmer moved, and Tom Nale seconded, the approval and certification of the invoice for payment. All approved. It is expected that KSK will be invoicing on a monthly basis. When Penn DOT has paid their 80% of the invoice, then the BVSB Commission will paid the remaining 20% within 10 days. Tom Nale will prepare a form letter to go with all our payments to KSK.
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Advisory Committee Discussion

              We discussed potential members for this committee. It was suggested that the Brandywine Conservancy replace Frolic Weymouth who would become a stake holder. Ronald Bailey of Chester County Planning requested that the invitation be sent to him and that he would appoint appropriate representative(s) from the Chester County Planning Commission. The proposed committee membership now is:
Press Release Discussion

              It was decided to create a series of press releases to detail our mission, the grants we have received, our Advisory Committee, our stake holders, public forums, etc. The first release would be issued late this summer.
Twin Bridges

              We discussed and suggested changes to be made to our proposed letter to Penn DOT. We will finalize the wording of this letter at our next meeting. It was noted then when Route 100 was de-designated in the early 2000s that truck traffic would be discouraged from using this roadway. Large tractor trailer need not traverse this bridge. 
Sub-Committee Discussion

              We discussed the need of a smaller sub-committee to work on our project as needed to keep the program moving forward on schedule. There was general agreement that such a group could be useful. Mary Sue Wiedmer moved, and Bruce Yelton seconded, to create a sub-committee with one representative from each municipality and which would have minutes recorded whenever it met. The motion was defeated with 2 for, 5 against, and 1 abstention. 

              John Haedrich then moved that our 4 officers and at least one other volunteer member form a working group to address any problems that occur in a timely manner. Other Commission members could attend meetings of this work group if they desired. Meetings of the work group could be called by any member at the discretion of our Chair. The motion was seconded by Alma Forsyth and was approved with 6 for, 1 against, and 1 abstention. 
Kennett Township Bikeway

              There has been good cooperation with Longwood Gardens on this planned bikeway. Gannett Flemming, Longwood Gardens’ consultant on the relocation of Route 52 is willing to incorporate the bikeway into their plans. There will an ADA compliant crossing at Hamorton and at the relocated entrance of Route 52 onto US 1.
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Adjournment

              The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 pm.
                                                                                         Respectively Submitted,

                                                                                         Bruce B. Yelton
                   Our next meeting will be on May 22, 2008 at Pennsbury Township.

                   It will start at 6:30 pm instead of 7:30 pm to allow for an hour of discussion

                   with PECO on the vegetation management programs.        
