MINUTES OF DECEMBER 10, 2008
Call to Order

              The meeting was called to order by Chair Mary Sue Wiedmer at 7:00 pm. In attendance were Tom Nale and John Haedrich of Kennett Township, Alma Forsyth and Eric Miller of Pennsbury Township, Bruce Yelton of Pocopson Township, Karen Tankle of East Bradford Township, Debbie Reardon of Chadds Ford Township, our consultant Lois Saunders, and Suzanna Barucco of KSK. 
Announcements

              The Brandywine Conservancy will be holding their Christmas subscribers’ meeting tomorrow night. The galleries and light refreshments will be available from 6:00 to 7:00 pm. The presentations on “Sustainability” will start at 7:00 pm and should end about 9:00 pm.
Approval of Minutes

              On a motion by Tom Nale, seconded by Debbie Reardon, the minutes of November 20, 2008 were approved with minor corrections by all present. The corrections will appear in the permanent records. 
Discussion with KSK

              Mary Sue Wiedmer now turned the meeting over to Suzanna Barucco. Initial discussion concerned the stake holders’ meetings. The meetings are proposed for the last week of January 2009 with the invitations being sent on January 5th. A byway map will be included in the mailing and the stake holders will be encouraged to drive the byway before their meeting. The map should include the common names of the roads involved to make the trip easier. On a motion by Mary Sue Wiedmer, seconded by Eric Miller, the proposed invitations to stake holders were approved by all. Individual commissioners will follow up on unanswered invitations during the week of January 14th. The stake holders need to include the major land owners. KSK needs to develop questions and direction for this group. These discussion guidelines should be similar to those being used for the HOAs.

              Discussions will be conducted by Liz Lankenau with Elizabeth Burling serving as back-up and note taker. These notes should be distributed to stake holders who request copies. Our commission will have ONE representative at each stake holder meeting, but we should NOT participate in the discussions. KSK’s experience has been not to have any commission members at similar meetings.

              The meetings will be held on January 28th and 29th with three meetings per day. The times have been previously established. No lunch will be provided to participants. The location may change from Longwood Gardens to the Chadds Ford Historical Society. Weather issues will result in standby days of February 4th and 5th.
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              KSK provided a handout on themes they are considering. These will also be e-mailed to commissioners. Comments on these proposed themes should be made to KSK. We need to develop one major theme. Ask yourselves what is the “picture” of the theme?

              KSK submittals to date are meant to be memorandums detailing particular items and not final chapters of the CMP. Everyone should have submitted their comments to KSK on all the submittals by now.      
Treasurer’s Report

              There were no changes in our fund balances or in outstanding invoices. KSK’s Invoice # 7 was still not approved as we have still not received the revised mapping. Bruce Yelton will audit the 2008 books before our next meeting.
Appointment of 2009 Officers

              The nominating committee proposal Dan Hill as 2009 Chair, Debbie Reardon as 2009 Vice-Chair, Tom Nale as 2009 Treasurer, and Kathleen Goodier as 2009 Secretary. All nominees agreed to accept these positions with the one condition from Kathleen Goodier that our meeting returns to a 7:30 pm starting time. On a motion by Tom Nale, seconded by Mary Sue Wiedmer, all approved the proposed slate and changes to the normal starting time. The new officers will assume their positions at our January meeting.
Consideration of Support for Kennett and Pennsbury Townships

              John Haedrich requested again that our Commission consider supporting grant applications by Kennett and Pennsbury Townships for bikeway projects along Route 52 from the Delaware boarder to the Chester County Visitors’ Bureau offices at Longwood Gardens. The grants are for statewide efforts to provide for alternative methods of transportation. The window for this grant program closes on December 15th. The grants are competitive. Chester County Planning and Penn DOT (Jackie Koons Felion) are supporting these applications.
              There was much discussion on the subject. The major concern was that we should hold such support until our CMP is completed. Most commissioners felt that there was not need to hold up projects along the byway until our CMP is completed.
Lois Saunders saw no problem with the request as is should be consistent with our vision of our CMP plan. 

              A motion to approve our support for the grants was made by Bruce Yelton, seconded by Debbie Reardon, and was approved with one negative vote. It was noted that we may want to set up rules on how we should conduct votes on similar requests. Similar requests could pit member municipalities against each other for limited grant funding.

Adjournment

              The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 pm.
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                                                                                         Respectively submitted,

                                                                                         Bruce B. Yelton

                   Our next meeting will be on January 24, 2009 

                   at 7:30 pm at Pennsbury Township.

                   ENJOY YOUR HOLIDAY SEASON!!!
